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VIEW

Vikram Singh is a thoughtful and sensitive writer. He
scems to be in deep conversation with his readers and audience
through the medium of his creations. He first tickles, then shakes
his audience taking notice of the lesser as well as the bigger
problems of society. He touches their emotions, argues with
them and then leaves them to draw their own conclusions.

‘Tadarth’ by Vikram Singh, is such a play where his living
protagonists do not just converse among themselves but also
address themselves directly to the audience. It is, therefore, the
stress is more on arguments than actual action. Along with the
development of action move the arguments for and against the
main theme and thus the play draws to its conclusive statement :
Look for the fundamental solutions to the problems and put
them into practice ! And this solution lies in a thorough
overhauling of the existing mindset of the Indian socicty. We
may give it the name of cultural revolution as Anubhav, onc of
the character of the play fecls and says, obviously the author
does not miss to indicate in this direction cultural revolution |
as felt by one of the characters in the play. This change clearly
and closely concerns the basic structurc of our society, says the
author and he does not pull his punches !

As a matter of fact, the Hindu society is as cruel as it is
generous. Despite various reform movements and campaigns,
the varna-system has not loosened its strange hold on our people.
Its greatest influence is on family relationships, especially
marriages. Considerations of gotra, caste and class still dominate
marriage settlements and they are so deeply ingrained in our
system that body questions them ! Parrallel to is the writer has
picked up his subject matter from such a situation and woven
his theme and characters around this Varna-system.



What happens when two young people belonging to
different castes fall in love ? What are they to do ? If they arc
truly committed to each other and arc ready to face the
consequences, perhaps they will tie the matrimonial knot.
Intercaste marriages are even encouraged as a mcans to
counteract castcism. But can this mere act be the ultimate
solution to our problems ? The playwright heartily favours such
intercaste marriages. He makes stress for a deeper and more
permancnt solution, not just superficial one. For him, therefore,
intercaste marriages are neither the sole end nor the only means
of eradicating the evil of casteism. With this in mind, he makes
an ‘indepth analysis of onc such marriage and its resulting
problems in the larger context. He even goes on to offer the
solution that first create public awareness, initiation will start by
taking traditional family into favour.

I Like the style of writer very much that he makes stress
on solving the great problems of society at the level of family.
If all the members of a family can congregate for their religious
ceremonies why can they not jointly participate in the process
of social change !

Since Vikram Singh is a poet, his characters speak the
language of poetry and philosophy. Today, there is great need
for this kind of serious use of language in recent writing,
Naturally we can expect many more such writings on the burning
problems of society from him.

Mr. Singh is gradually associating directly or indirectly
with the theatre. This mingling of writing with acting is a
welcome sign for the creation and performance of meaningful
drama. I not only congratulate Vikram Singh most heartily but
also thank a young theatrist Amitabh Akash for giving me the
opportunity of associating with this good work.

—Dr. Jitendra Raghuvanshi
IPTA, AGRA






